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Benin city

 Known as Edo, capital 

 largest city of Edo state, 
southern Nigeria 
 Is situated on a division of the 
Benin River sits along the central 
highways from Lagos to the eastern 
states. 
 The Oba’s Palace is known for 
bronze plaques that once 
decorated the walls, depicting 
historical events and life at court. 



Queen 
mother

 Idia was the mother of Esigie, 

 the Oba of Benin ruled -1504 to 1550

 She played a very significant role in the rise 
and reign of her son

 Described as a great warrior who fought 
persistently before and during her son's rule 
as the Oba of the Edo people



Mask a miniature (pocket size) sculpture portrait found in India

Produced in the 16th century,
made from ivory, bone

Created by Erhabor Emokae

Height: 9ft 38inch 

Nigeria, Court of Benin.



Importance of Mask 

The mask was created by the King of 
Benin in honor of his mother,Idia.  

In Benin ivory symbolizes white ,a 
symbol of ritual, purity associates with 
Olokun the god of sea. 

Three of the ivory mask are placed in 
(1)Metropolitan Museum of Art, (2) 
British Museum, London and Linden 
Museum, Stuttgart. 



The mask were use in 
ceremonies as the Ugie 
Iyoba and the Embo 
purification ceremony. 

poses carvings from the 
early period of Benin art



Heritage

This mask has established an 
iconic image of Benin art

The Edo artist Erhabor 
Emokae recreated the mask 
20-foot-tall centerpiece for 
the festival in 1979 at the 
National Arts Theater Festival
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