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GOVERNMENT

"the emperor of Mali. The mansa had absolute power which was incontestable. He ruled the empire with total authority,
passed down by heredity. In fact, nearly every part of Mali society was based on ancestry. Each clan had its own founding
ancestor, and most people were required to be whatever their parents were. That means that if your parents were
merchants, you would be a merchant. If they were farmers, you would be a farmer. If they were in government, then that

was really your only career option.

®The Mali Empire functioned with a complex and centralized system of administration. Where did this come from2 Around
1000 CE, the Mali people and rulers largely ‘adopted Islam as their religion. The structures of Islam not only generated a
royal obligation to fund education and the arts, but also provided guidance on creating a clearly organized society. Islam

was the state religion of the Mali Empire and was crucial in matters of daily administration and government.
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DUE TO ITS PROSPERITY, THE MALI EMPIRE
CONSTRUCTED AMBITIOUS ARCHITECTURAL
PROJECTS. THE STRUCTURES WERE MOSTLY
RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS AND PALACES. MALI
WAS A MUSLIM KINGDOM, AND THE
MONARCHS ORDERED THE CONSTRUCTION
OF LARGE MOSQUES TO ACCOMMODATE THE
GROWING CONGREGATION IN THE CITIES.
LARGE PALACES WERE ALSO BUILT FOR THE
MIGHTY KINGS.

THE MALI ARCHITECTURE WAS ADAPTED TO THE
LOCAL ENVIRONMENT AND WEATHER, AND IT
MOSTLY USED LOCAL MATERIALS. THE
CONSTRUCTIONS WERE USUALLY MADE OUT
OF MUD BRICKS, CREATED BY COMBINING THE
MUD WITH HUSKS FROM RICE OR OTHER
GRAINS. THE BRICKS WERE DRIED IN THE SUN
AND USED FOR BUILDING THE INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR WALLS. A FINISH WITH PLASTER MADE
FROM EARTH AND WATER WAS THEN APPLIED.
MUD BRICK CONSTRUCTION IS COMMONLY
KNOWN AS "ADOBE" OR "BANCO."
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FROM THE NOMADIC TUAREG. FULANI,
BOZO FISHERS, BAMBARA, AND
DOGON FARMERS. EACH OF MALI’'S
DOZENS OF ETHNIC GROUPS HAVE
THEIR OWN UNIQUE LANGUAGES
AND HISTORY, YET GENERALLY
INTERACT AMICABLY WITH EACH
OTHER. EACH OF THESE HAS PASSED
DOWN THEIR OWN TRADITIONS,
HISTORY AND OCCUPATIONS OVER
THE CENTURIES. MALIAN MUSIC AND
LITERATURE HAVE BOTH BEEN HEAVILY
INFLUENCED BY LONGTIME ORAL
STORYTELLING. TRADITIONAL
STORYTELLERS CALLED GR/OTSOFTEN
PERFORM AT WEDDINGS AND OTHER
SPECIAL EVENTS.

Culture




linke al d Bambara, practice
Itradition'al African religions. Even among
| Muslim and Christian converts, many
| traditional beliefs persist.
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MILITARY

THE MILITARY HISTORY OF THE MALI EMPIRE IS
THAT OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
WHICH DOMINATED FROM THE MID
13TH TO THE LATE 15TH CENTURY. THE MILITARY
CULTURE OF THE EMPIRE'S DRIVING FORCE,

, INFLUENCED MANY LATER STATES IN WEST
AFRICA INCLUDING BREAK-AWAY POWERS SUCH AS
THE AND EMPIRES. INSTITUTIONS
FROM THE MALI EMPIRE ALSO SURVIVED IN THE 19TH
CENTURY ARMY OF WHO SAW HIMSELF
AS THE HEIR TO OLD MALI'S LEGACY.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandinka_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songhay_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jolof_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samory_Ture
https://www.newgrounds.com/art/view/brandonp/malian-citizens
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

National Geographic Society. (2020, August 19). The mali empire. National Geographic Society. Retrieved
December 13, 2021, from https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/mali-empire/.

Rise and fall of the Mali Empire - youtube. (n.d.). Retrieved December 13, 2021, from
https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch2v=-SYh___ Ziso.

Ancient Africa- The Empire of Mali, Weebly.com , https://empireofmali.weebly.com /economy.html

Mansa Musa, one of the wealthiest people who ... - youtube. (n.d.). Retrieved December 13, 2021, from
https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch2v=03YJMalL55TM.



	The Mali Empire �
	Slide Number 2
	Trading and Profit �
	Agriculture �
	Government �
	Due to its prosperity, the Mali Empire constructed ambitious architectural projects. The structures were mostly religious buildings and palaces. Mali was a Muslim kingdom, and the monarchs ordered the construction of large mosques to accommodate the growing congregation in the cities. Large palaces were also built for the mighty kings.��The Mali architecture was adapted to the local environment and weather, and it mostly used local materials. The constructions were usually made out of mud bricks, created by combining the mud with husks from rice or other grains. The bricks were dried in the sun and used for building the interior and exterior walls. A finish with plaster made from earth and water was then applied. Mud brick construction is commonly known as ''adobe'' or ''banco.'' ��
	From the nomadic Tuareg, Fulani, Bozo fishers, Bambara, and Dogon farmers, each of Mali’s dozens of ethnic groups have their own unique languages and history, yet generally interact amicably with each other. Each of these has passed down their own traditions, history and occupations over the centuries. Malian music and literature have both been heavily influenced by longtime oral storytelling. Traditional storytellers called griotsoften perform at weddings and other special events.���
	Religion �
	Military �
	References �

